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Fine Arts and Design.Music.01
Tessremy-Schumacher
University of Central Oklahoma
CD: MUSIC FOR PEACE III
The Outreach and CD project &#8220;Music for Peace III&#8221; completes the &#8220;Music for
Peace&#8221; Trilogy. The initial CD &#8220;Music for Peace I&#8221; was inspired by
&#8220;Remember Me&#8221; by David Maslanka, a composition I premiered in 2013 with Dr. Brian
Lamb and the UCO Wind Symphony. The beauty of this score was overwhelming. Only later did I learn
about the horrific scene described in his program notes. While struggling with this contrast I understood
the music&#8217;s healing effects on the human soul, in Maslanka&#8217;s words: &#8220;Musical
Vibration heals&#8221;. Shortly after the premiere I felt the mission to bring this concerto to more people,
young students in particular, and my public schools concert initiative &#8220;Music for Peace I&#8221;
was born. The public school students wrote touching testimonies about their thoughts and emotions while
listening to this concerto. The Outreach and CD project &#8220;Music for Peace II&#8221; focused on
bridging different cultures and religious beliefs. &#8220;Music for Peace III&#8221; addresses the strong
need to create opportunities for creativity and self-expression for teenagers and young adolescents. This
project seeks to inspire students to explore their own creativity and channel their emotions into creative
projects. A carefully selected vocal program with instrumental accompaniment including compositions by
UCO students was recorded and released on CD with Xolo, Germany and digital sites.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.02
Alexandria Carmon
University of Central Oklahoma
Evaluating and Analyzing Children&#8217;s Perception of Opera to Enhance Educational Outreach
Methods for Painted Sky Opera
This research is designed to evaluate existing methods for presenting opera to elementary aged children
in Oklahoma City and the surrounding areas. The project will add preliminary and follow-up surveys to
already existing educational outreach programs provided by Painted Sky Opera. With state budget cuts,
the funding for arts have been drastically depleted and there are becoming less opportunity for children
to experience art in a visceral way, especially opera. This study will evaluate the effectiveness of the
company&#8217;s current program and identify areas that are achieving the goals of their mission and
areas that can be improved.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.03
Danielle Herrington
University of Central Oklahoma
&#8220;Strangers with the Same Last Name: Thematic Transformations in Jake Heggie&#8217;s Chamber
Opera Three Decembers&#8221;
Jake Heggie is recognized as a significant American opera composer, garnering fame through Dead Man
Walking (2000), yet no scholarly research exists addressing his lesser known operatic output. Therefore, I
shed light on Heggie&#8217;s chamber opera Three Decembers (2008) that demonstrates his mastery of
musical motives. This study investigates Heggie&#8217;s creative process and compositional techniques
through theoretical analysis, substantiated by the composer himself, which explores the plethora of
themes inspired by the opera&#8217;s three characters and relatable realities. My findings reveal twelve
musical themes that permeate the score. Heggie navigates conventional tonal territory &#8212; while
infusing it with illustrative colors and heavy doses of dissonance &#8212; through an economy of means.
Motivated by each character&#8217;s given disposition, themes organically emerge and are then
transformed when re-iterated to illustrate emotional shifts. Furthermore, I contend that Heggie&#8217;s
compositional process of utilizing character-driven themes cultivates a connection with today&#8217;s
modern audience and successfully communicates universal topics. Heggie probes the questions
surrounding the innate dysfunction of the family unit as it evolves and children become adults. Through
musical means, the opera centers on the familial condition of becoming strangers with the same last
name. This presentation tracks selected examples, assessing psychological derivations a

Fine Arts and Design.Music.04
Eric Sorensen
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Uneven Playing Field? A Study of Female Representation in Professional Brass Playing
This research project will look at the frequency of professional female brass (trumpet, horn, trombone,
tuba) players compared to other sections of orchestras. Prior to conducting the research, my null
hypothesis is that there should not be a significant difference in number of female vs. male brass
instrumentalists except for the French Horn section. I will collect data on orchestra rosters from the
websites of the top 20 symphony orchestras in Gramophone Magazine&#8217;s 2008 poll of music critics
and analyze any significant difference in the gender of personnel from a psychological, cultural, and
physiological perspective.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.05
Hayden Stephenson
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Telemann: The Early Pedagogue
The Baroque Era (1600-1750) was a musical period of great extravagance. In addition to the creation of
several new genres and instruments, the Baroque Period also ushered in the time of the amateur
musician. As music became more accessible to the public, people began to learn to play music and perform
small pieces in their homes for entertainment. The rise of music for home performance led to the rise of
pedagogical publications. This research project explores historical publications and the pedagogical
writings of Telemann as a guide to creating my own historically informed ornamentation.
Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767) was a prominent Baroque composer. As amateur music grew in
popularity, composers like Telemann began to publish music specifically written for beginners. This
presentation explores Telemann&#8217;s role as an early pedagogue as demonstrated by his publications
Der Getreue Music-Meister and the Methodical Sonatas.
One of Telemann&#8217;s lesser known pedagogical writings are two sets of sonatas titled the
Methodical Sonatas published in 1728 and 1732. The unusual part of this composition is that Telemann
published a second line that includes the melody and his own ornamentation. The Methodical Sonatas
are important because they provide direct insight into how Telemann would have ornamented his own
music which allows present day performers to create historically accurate ornamentation.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.06
Jana Foster, ChihChen Lee
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Remembering The Way We Were: Using Active and Passive Listening Therapy to Retain Memory
It is a well-known and well-studied fact that memories are often triggered by music that has been
associated with life events. The music of our life is personal to each person, and in adults with dementia
or memory loss, music can serve as a catalyst to memory retrieval. The objectives of this proposed
research are to: 1) summarize how music forms associations with our memories of life events, and
how/where the memories of both long-term or short-term associations are assembled and stored in the
brain and 2) investigate whether memory recall is more effective with passive/receptive or active music
therapy. My hypothesis is that although active music therapy may be more effective than
passive/receptive music therapy, either therapy contains only the hope of extending memory for a longer
time before it is lost in the disease of dementia when comparing with the memory declines of ones
without receiving any music therapy. I will review peer-reviewed journal articles and published literatures
to support the arguments in examining the proposed hypothesis, and suggest further studies to advance
in this research.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.07
Breck McGough
University of Central Oklahoma
To Awaken the Sun: Composing New Music for Historical Instruments
In 2018, the University of Central Oklahoma&#8217;s Brisch Center for Historical Research received a
grant to create a concert tour with the purpose of introducing elementary school students in Oklahoma
to Baroque-era instruments and performance practice. A captivating story was written for which music
would accompany, and a cast of instrumentalists was selected to perform. All that was needed was the
original music. However, this would be no ordinary composition. The story called for modern instruments
and historical instruments to play in concert. One major obstacle in accomplishing this task is that most
modern instrumentation and orchestration texts do not include information on Baroque-era instruments.
The other challenge is that the tuning of historical instruments and modern instruments is quite different.
Research was performed under the instruction of Dr. Tess Remy-Schumacher, an expert in Baroque
performance practice. Historical music methods provided by the Ted Honea Collection for Music Research
and the individual input from musicians who specialize in historical performance yielded the answers to
these compositional riddles. The result is a completely new musical work written for very old instruments.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.08
Arianna Martin
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Lavender Country: The Counter-Cultural Album That Pioneered Queer Country Music
In 1973, Washington native Patrick Haggerty assembled a band and produced a record titled Lavender
Country. It is widely considered the first openly gay country album, and its 1,000 copies were sold in secret
through ads in underground queer magazines. Haggerty and his group toured and performed a few more
times, but soon disbanded, and the record became an obscurity until it was rediscovered in the early
2000s. Haggerty&#8217;s album adds invaluable context to a genre steeped in tradition. His lyrics
demonstrate a wide and forthright rejection of establishments such as the masculine/feminine
dichotomy, conversion therapy, and the need to pass as heterosexual, but simultaneously, his music
embraces the symbolism that nature lends in storytelling, the sincere and sorrowful soul of a
lover&#8217;s lament, and even the power of the blues to tell a grim tale. Lyric analysis, interviews, and
a comparison to the societal norms established by the genre reveal that Lavender Country utilizes the
instrumentation, form, harmonic/melodic practices, and storytelling tropes of its contemporaries, yet it
defies almost every value and teaching embraced by the conservative culture of country music, a genre
that caters to its audience, celebrating heteronormative and patriarchal gender roles, images of home
and of life as a laborer, and God-and-Country patriotism.

Fine Arts and Design.Music.09
Alexander Davis
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
From Signaling to Ceremony
Since man&#8217;s earliest struggles against himself to his most recent triumphs over the gods, the
trumpet has enjoyed an illustrious existence as an essential tool in military organizations. Its boisterous
calls inspire men to charge headlong into battle, fighting with reckless abandon and vicious ferocity; the
robust, yet piercing tone striking fear into the hearts of their enemies. Brilliant fanfares march impressive
formations of fighting men passed the reviewing stand to be inspected by the commanding general, his
staff officers, and reverent spectators. Somber, yet pure sonorities accompany the mournful cries of those
left behind as the dearly departed are laid to rest in the field of honor. From the battlefield to the parade
field to the cemetery the trumpet has known many names over the centuries and has been fashioned out
of numerous materials. Although accounts of its use to organize and motivate soldiers during the heat of
battle spans millennia, its purpose in today&#8217;s militaries is more ceremonial than tactical. This
presentation aims to examine the advancements in the technology that lead to a tactical shift in the way
modern wars are fought and relegated the trumpet to a more ceremonial role away from the battlefield.

